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BOOK OF THs hONTH CLUB-June Selection 
SCIENTIFIC BOOK CLUB-May Selection 


De Seversky, Major Alexander P. Victory Through Air Power. Simon 
and Schuster, 1942. 354p. $2.50 


It is the author's purpose to show that air power has become the dom- 
inant military force in this world conflict and that America can hone 
for victory through properly develoved air power. We have, he contends, 
the advantage of time on our side, the aviation brains and manufactur- 
ing genius to build true defensive and offensive air power so that we 
need not fear invasion or domination military or economic by any foreign 
power or powers. But we must teke advantage of our opportunities now 
while the enemy is occupied with short range operations to organize and 
build air power which can insure victory. 


In Victory Through Air Power many examples are cited to show that to 
those who can ate and hold air superiority over a region of military 
activity goes the victory. The Germans won the Norwegian camnaign, oc- 
cupied France and the Low Countries, Greece anG the Island of Crete 
because they were able to hold undisputed aerial superiority in there 
regions. On the other hand they feiled to invade Britain or to bomb it 
into impotence and failed to halt the evacuation of Dunkirk because 
the British had aerial superiority there. France lost so quickly and 
completsly because her woefully inadequate air power could not contest 
the skies over France. Her strategists with their Maginot Line complex 
could not comprehend the tactical implications of true air power and 
had planned a defense according to military ideas which dated back to 
1918. We in America have had shocking proof of the dominance of air 
power. We have but to recall the Pearl Harbor attack, or the fall of 
Singapore, the Philippines and Java to be reminded that it was air 
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superiority on the enemy's side and air inferiority--or nonexistance 
of it--on our side which made these regretful incidents possible. 


The author lists a number of lessons which we should have learned from 
almost every important military engagement of this conflict. It should 
now be common knowledge that sea power is almost defenseless against 
air power, that navies are of very limited usefulness unless there is 
an absence of enemy air power or unless they are protected by air power 
and that there are no unsinkable battleships. It is the author's opin- 
ion that the billions we are spending on a two ocean navy might much 
better be spent on building an air force which with the proper kinds 
of planes can furnish its own transportation. We should also have 
learned that numbers in aircraft alone cannot win battles, that planes 
of even slightly greater speed, range altitude and fire power are su- 
perior aircraft, and that it takes special types of planes for various 
military operations. In the Battle of Britain superior numbers of Ger- 
man bombers and fighter planes failed to win a decision against infer- 
ior numbers of British planes which had greater speed and fire power. 
It is shown wherein the various countries have made their mistakes and 
where others have had the advantage. And finally we must have learned 
by this time that many of our own highly advertized planes are of in- 
adequate speed and fire power and do not reach a4 high enough altitude, 
or that they have other shortcomings which only now are being remedied, 
All these lessons point to but one conclusion, and that is that only 
through superior air power can we hope to defend ourselves and win 
victory. 


It is pointed out that the shortcomings of our air forces are due main- 
ly to the fact that until now the air power we have exists as adjuncts 


to the Army and Navy and as such comes second to mind to th military 
men in whose hands is placed the organization and development of these 
forces. It is, therefore, quite evident, in the author's opinion, that 
for true air superiority we shall need a separate air force. Such a 
force would enable us to develop, organize and employ our military 
aviation most efficiently against such countries as Germnay and Japan, 
for here the obvious strategy would be to reach directly at the indus- 
tries and communications, bombing into confusion and impotence these 
countries independently through the air rather than retake, or attempt 
to retake, mile by mile the ground which has been lost. Of course, the 
seme strategy applies to us for we are as vulnerable as any other highly 
industrialized country. The author does not advise neglecting the other 
existing forces, nor of depriving them of their air arms, but sees the 
expediency of making the most use of them as possibdle as long as other 
countries are not too greatly advancali in comparison to us as far as 

air power is concerned. 


The organization of this proposed Air Force is considered in some de- 
tail. It would consist of two main branches, the Striking Air Force 

and the Defense Force. Each would consist of the appropriate number and 
types of planes and each would have its sphere of influence and activ- 
ity. The whole organization would be such as to carry independent 
action to the heart of the enemy countries from the United States be- 
fore they could do the same to us. This would require many special 
types of planes not now in existence but which are technically possible 


The author is not a visionary nor a "crack pot" on aviation. He is tru 
an aviation expert both in the military and the technical sense and has 
many planes and aviation inventions and improvements to his credit. He 

has had a brilliant record for correctly analyzing the military actions 
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of this conflict especially those in which military air forces have 
been involved. Therefore his views are worthy of more than cursory at- 
tention. He has certainly pointed a logical way to victory to us in 
America and that by the only means he sees possible--through air power. 


all who wish to keep abreast of the times, but is of prime importance 
to every citizen. It should enable one to analyze more correctly the 
trends in this military conflict and give one a look into the immediate 
future. 


2K 2K 9K 2 2 8 2K OK 
SCIENTIFIC BOOK CLUB-APRIL STLUCTION 


Schlauch, Dr. Margaret. The Gift of Tongues. The Modern Age Books, 
- May 1942. 3h41p. £3.50 


Written by a professor of English at New York University who has been 
a lifelong and conscientious student of language, this book, while 
remarkably readable, is authoritative. A book on semantics, such as 
Hayakawa's Languace in Action, previously reviewec in BEST SELLERS, 
tells what words really mean and how they are end can be abused; a 
book on linguistics, such as this, tells where words came from, why 
they look and spell as they do, and how they are put together into 
sentences and why. Dr. Schlauch tries to make language studv an enjoy- 
able adventure and holds that the lineuistic princi».les here described 
will "also make learning new laneuages very much simpler.” To reelize, 
for exemple, that it was the law of assimilation, due to linguistic 
laziness, which changed the Latin nocte and octo into the more easily 


spoken Italian notte and otto enlists rime and reason on the side of 
languege studv. 


The book makes not only for knowledge but also for wisdom. It counsels 
grammatical humility. The people who lazily drop their e's may really 
be streanlining the language rather than corrupting it. Sometimes the 
correct form may be much more illogical than that spoken by an illit- 
erate neighbor. Furthermore our gramuiatical method is not the only 
possible one. Some languages indicate tense by pronoun or adjective 
rather than by verb. Nor are the Indo-European languages--English, 
French, German, Russian, etc.--necessarily most perfect intrinsically 
or proof that their speakers are innately superior. Some languages are 
more developed than others--but someday an African dialect may be mors 
developed than English and their speakers seem intellectually superior. 
(p.286) Nor are race and lancuage the same thing. Because the Germans 
or English speak Aryan tongues is no proof that they are themselves 
Aryans. Whole peoples are known to heave lost their tongue and adopted 
a totally different foreign lansueee. Before sneering at a slane ex- 
pression one might remember that the most august abstract terms were 
Once slangy terms, as for example, exvression, simply something 
soueezed out. 


In the realm of conjecture, Dr. Schlauch thinks that there will be 
fewer and fewer national languages--the old trend which unified Mercian, 
Northumbrien, and West Sexon into English is still and progressively et 
work, And if civilized devices such as the radio end the talking pictur 
can bring this about, the fewer national languages the better. (p.298) 
She seems to be sympathetic towsrds some form of international speech 
for trevel end business purposes. 
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Some of the chapters are naturally of less popular interest and value 
than others. A particularly good chapter for all writers and teachers 
of literature is that on “Language and Poetic Creation.” This is a 
stimulating and informative analysis of how people like James Joyce, 
Gertrude Stein and Gerard Manley Hopkins are trying, often unwisely, 

to bring new freshness to words faded with use. A particularly good 
chapter for every reader, and one to be recommended to preachers, is 
that on “Social Aspects: Class, Taboos, Politics." This shows the 
evolution of democracy and Christian brotherhood in English speech-- 
you employed for everybody, instead of du or sie, as in German. Also 
more especially singled out for the hurried general reader is the first 
chapter, "Language as Communication,” and the third, "Family Relation- 
ships Among Languages," and the fifth, "Semantics:Vocabulary in Motiom! 
The bibliography is really an excellent review and reading list of good 
books on this subject. 


One should like everyone to read this book. But obviously it is likely 
to be interesting only to the more studious and intelligent of readers. 


DK oR OK OR OIC 2: 9K 2K 


a“ Oscar. I Remember Christine. Alfred A. Knonf, 1942. 2066p. 
2.50 


I Remember Christine is a novel of San Francisco built around the 
biography of one of her successful millioneires but stressing as its 
central character, his mistress, Christine Winton. The scenes shift at 
random between the contiguous halves of the 19th and 20th centuries. 


When Clifford Horton, rather colorless and stodgily correct philan- 
thropist, died, he left ten thousand dollars to finance a biography 

of his father, James Horton, under the direction of Dr, Henry Casebolt, 
a pompous, opinionated, chamber-of-commerce sort of college professor. 
Casebolt's "Life of James Horton,” is of the Oliver Optic type, a rags 
to riches story which does not even deal with questionable incidents 

in Horton's life. The book arouses the ire of crusty old Julict Horton, 
Jaues' daughter, and she persuades her old friend, Walter Doane, a 
successful novelist, to attempt the real story. 


Doane attempts not so much to record the events of Horton's life but 
rather to find the real man and discover the reasons for the things he 
did. There is some space devoted to fraegaentary sketches, of Horton's 
early life drawn from various sources and telling of his rise to riches 
in the California of the late 19th century. At 9 time when other men 
devoted themselves to mining and luck and lster to utilitizs during th: 
growth of the California cities, Horton stuck to business. He started 
out as a junk dealer, became a building supply contractor snd a pur- 
veyor of mining machinery. His credo was to invest only in sound en- 
terprises which he could control and build them up to success. He wzs 
not & speculator. Jn time he became ae millionaire and gained a leading 
Placa in the community. Presumably he used every trick in ths book, 
every questionable and uncthical business device known but all these 
arepalliated by the author and made to ssem of little importance. His 
wife, Anita, provided him with two children, Clifford and Juliot, before 
she left him. Throughout the entire vook Horton is shown as one who 
cared nothing for the opinion of others. 
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The life of Christine West was completely uneventful until she became 
an intimate friend of Juliet Horton at Mills Academy. From there she 
eloped with Clyde Winton who deserted her shortly after and from whom 
she was later divorced. For several years she supported herself quite 
contentedly in a garment factory until by accident her friendship with 
Juliet was renewed. In the course of several visits to the Horton home 
She casually drifted into intimate relations with James Horton and for 
several years lived in a separate house as his mistress. As a friend of 
Julict's Walter Doane was a regular frequenter of the Horton Thursday 
evenings and in his own callow way acquired a rather tepid passion for 
Christine, who, after very little persuasion, allow2d him the seme 
favors as Horton. Walter later has reason tosuspect that she has been 
equally generous with other men but by that time his own emotion has 
cooled to a point where she is no longer desirable. Christine finally 
leaves Horton and marrics Fred Foschay, e labor leader whom Horton had 
used to throttle competitors for his own profit. She later leaves Fos- 
chay and as the story ends is in business with Julist as pertner in a 
dress factory. 


Throughout the entire story the author attempts to show ussomething 
different and special about Christine but without success. No matter 
how much you disguise it, it's still sin and in this case the euthor 
did not bother to think of disguising it. Rather he praises her for her 
willingness to be nice and to take a chance without squawking. 


There is no positive value in the book either with regard to content, 
style or characterization and it cannot be recommended for any class 
of reader. 


9K 2) KO FE 5 36 2k 


Rinehart, Mary Roberts. Haunted Lady. Farrar and Rinchuart, Inc., 1942 
275p. $2.00 


One of America's favorite mystery writers has produced another thriller 
which ranks far above the average in background, plot, style, and 
decency. Hilda Adams, trained nurse, was Inspector Fuller's right-hand 
aids so it was natural for her to receive a call when old Mrs. Henry 
("Eliza") Fairbanks complained to the policy of the bats and rats found 
in her almost hermetically sealed room and evidently introduced to ter- 
rorize the old millionaress into a frtal heart attack. Hilda's failure 
to stop the murder and hor leter success in catchine the murdorcr are 
shown in a plausible manner. This is excellent recrvcational material 
for old and young fans, 


EK 2 aK 2K kk 


CRIMS CLUB--JUN= S#LSCTION 


King, Rufus. Design in vil. Published for the Crime Club by 
Doubleday, Doran, Fat 5, 1942. 30kp. $2.00. 


When Muriel Lake rejected the advances of Floyd, the blase’ literary 
critic, and answered an attractive advertisement, she hadn't the 
slightest conception of the evil design centered around her person. 
Soon she learned that she had been mistaken for Jennifer Murcheson, 
young heiress ond multimillionaress missing for six years, but no 





argument of Muriel's was sufficiently strong to convince the 
psychiatrist, Dr. Crowninshield, that this was not a perfect case 

of schizophrenia in which Muriel had completely forgotten her 

past life and had assumed a new personality. Cormunication by Muriel 
with the outside world was practically impossible as the action 

takes place on a luxury yacht. After the murder of the elderly 

Kate Vanesse Muriel's terror increases. The solution is not too 
incenious but quite in keepine with the author's intention of writing 
a psychological horror story. 


Emphasis in the story is not so much on action (e.g., murder or 
attempted murder) but rather on psychological effects on Muriel. 
Therefore, the story is more subtle than the usual Crime Club 
selection and may not appeal to adolescents. A further reason is 
that the plot revolves around the problem of schizophrenia and the 
attempts of the psychiatrist to solve it. Design in Zvil can be 
recommended to all aduits. 


22 2 2K 2K 2k 
CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB-JUNZ SELECTION 


Fleury, Barbara Frances. Faith is the Root. Dutton, May, 1942. 


Faith is the Root is the story,. beautifully written, of e French priest 
Father Germain, and his selflessly devoted ministry to the needs of 
the people, Catholic and non-Catholic, in and around his little Michi- 
gan parish. 


The good, the wayward, and all who were faced with the problems and 
perplexities of everyday living found sympathy in "Father Jerry" who 
loved the goodness in the worst of them and understood with an under- 
standing that was felt and not affected, the human frailty behind all 
their difficulties and with loving sclicitude brouet about their 
solution. 


The author has very delicately expressed the sacrificial character of 
the love that prompts a man "to leave all things," and which, never 
satisfied, but struck with a sense of personal failure, grows more 
intense in the yearning for peace and freedom from worldly attachments. 
For even while Father Jerry exercised the strong:st personal influence 
among his people, he is unaware of their edification and their denend- 
ence upon him; he is conscious only of the "slowing down" that age 

has brought and a desire to retire to his beloved France to prepare 
for death, turning his duties over to one more vouthful and vigorous 
than he. And then, when he receives permission to do so, he feels 
only sorrow in realizing the strength of ths human bonds that have 
drawn him close to this parish which he had never considered as home. 


Throughout, the reader is charmed by the humanness of Father Jerry, 
whose affections were sublimated, not stifled, by his priestly calling, 
whose paternal instinct, unrestrained by the limits of family re- 
Sponsibility, was deepened by his vow of chastity to embrace all his 
flock, for as he expressed it to one of the fathers of his parish, 
— it (chastity) is nothing but the longing for paternity." 

Dp. . 
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The story ends with the dramatic climax of the saintly priest's life 
when his sacrifice is completed during the last Mass he was to say 
for the heartbroken people of Algonquin before his departure for 
France, when to the "flourish of trumpets" his life ended during the 
profession of Faith which had been the root of his sanctity. 


The book is recommended to every reader. 
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Kernan, W.F. Defense Will Not Win the War. Little, Brown and Co., 


The central aim of this somewhat sophomorically cocksure review of 
Allied war strategy by a lieutenant colonel of the U.S. Army is to 
urge us to “undertake immediately...the stupendous, breath-taking, 
history-making task of the invasion of Italy.” (p.149) Just like 

that! With three-fourths of the American and half of the British fleet 
and every transport and bombing plane of both nations we should lana 
200,CCO men in Italy and 200,000 men every month thereafter till Hither 
is defeated by this punch at the solar-plexus and Achilles heel of the 
Axis. (p.153) 


Colonel Kernan does not seem to realize that to eet 200,CCO equipped 
soldiers to Italy would require a convoy of sbout 200 Snipe. —. 
sumably the German sporting instinct would let all cf tne 

disembark before dive-bombing them. After these 200, 006 e. 

landed, the Germans presumably, who, while a French ermy cf five 
millions was in their flank, knocked ea British army cf half & mi 

into the English Channel, would grent them a nice siesta until the 
second contingent of 200,000 could land the second month. In short 
Colonel Kernan's central plan is so impractical as to sound almost 
like Swift's A Modest Proposal? 


But Colonel Kernan's premises, as suggested in the title, are provo- 
cative and generallv surprisingly sound. He scems to realize that 
virtually England, France, and lend-leasing Amsrica attacked Germany 
when she took Danzig from Poland and therefore our business is not to 
defend ourselves but to make good our attack on Germseny. The problem 
is not, he says, "How can we defend ourselves?’ but “How can the war 
be taken to the enemy?" (p.4) He excoriates France and Znsland for 
the Sitzkrieg tactics after their declaration of war in 1939. 


He is the first war-writer I have read who blemes the Allied defeats 
not on lack of preparation but on lack of strategy. The Dunkirk and 
Sedan "defeats were militery, not political or economic,” he says. 
(p.30) He squarely blames bad generalshiv. They were and still are 
defense-minded, he maintains, when only attack can win wars. He prac- 
tically declares that all our production csn't win the war unless 

we change our tactics from defense to atteck and from reliance on 

sea power to dependence on land power. Finelly it is only «&n over- 
Whelming army that can clinch victory--for only en army cen hold 
territory. 


All this seems sound, only the presentetion is impaired by many 
Sophistries and sophomoric assertions. "le says that if Gamelin had 
attacked in 1939 while Hitler was busy in Polend, "the war woulé 
have been over in a month ‘Sic; (p.16) Elsewhere he says, "if the 
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democracies had even launched a decisive attack on Germany through 

the Balkans one year ago we would be well on the way to victory at 

the present moment." (p.146) That is like saying, If you hit Joe Louis 
decisively in the solar plexus before he hits you decisively, you wiit 
win the bout! He claims we would have checked Japan had we had land 
bases on the Asia mainland instead of on islands. He forgets that 
Britain had Burma and India and Singapore, all mainland bases, along 
with 450,000,000 Chinese as allies. What more does Colonel Kernan 
want? 


In short Colonel Kernan does not realize that while attack is the only 
way to win @ war one cannot attack effectively unless one is stronger 
in men, equipment, and generals at the precise point where the enemy 
is based. Our problem is to get an army of five million men where 

the Germans and the Japanese are--or recognize the war as a stalemate. 
Colonel Kernan is almost childish in solving this problem. His book 

is interesting and provocative but not very helpful. 


3K OK OK >n K K 


Benson, Sally. Random House, May, 1942. 290p. 
$2.50 


Again Miss Benson has favored us with an "“adultseye" view of child- 
hood, this time in a different and more typically Americen locale 
than the New York of Judv Graves. The whole book is simply a collec- 
tion of incidents somewhat modified from short story style and cover- 
ing a year in the life of the Smith family of St. Louis during 1903- 
1904. One has definite reason to suspect that in writing of Tootie 
Smith the author is telling us much of her own childhood and her 
family associations sometimes with a slight sense of nostalgia and 
always with a fine sense of the beauty and fitness of true family 
life. The humor is somewhat more subdued, truer, more wholesome and, 
without disparaging the latter, lacks the slight brittleness and 
sophistication which characterized Junior Miss. 


In order of seniority the Smith family is composed of Grandpa Pro- 
phater, Mrs. Smith's father, Mr. and Mrs. Smith, their son Lonnie, 

and their four daughters, Rose, Esther, Agnes and Tootie. Last 

but with full family status is Katie, the cook. Lonnie is eighteen, 
teases his sisters continually and ends up as a Princeton man, a state 
considered extremely romantic by the girls of that day. Grandpa Pro- 
phater idolizes ali the girls but especially Tootie and is for them 
the creator of that beautiful worid of fantasy and make-believe so 
essential to proper childhood development. Rose and Esther are just 

at the boy stage and their heeds are full of nothing elsc. The authors 
treatment of the girls and their beaux is excellent and was for this 
reviewer one of the high spots of the book. The shy Agnes and the 
irrepressible six year old Tootie are the two younger girls and most 
of the book is written about the latter's escapades. Mrs. Smith is 
almost a typical mother whose only care is her family and their wel- 
fare. Most of her troubles are minor but nevertheless she solves them 
efficiently. The method she uses to make up the deficiency in Lonnie's 
allowance is most ingenious and very well told. Mr. Smith has very 
little to say about running the family but is nevertheless an in- 
tegral part of it. 


Noteworthy among the incidents related in the book are the circum- 
stances surrounding the long distance call from Rose's boyfriend in 
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New York, Tootie's participation in her sister's house-dates, the 
family’s awareness of its unity just before a vacation trip, Rose 
and Esther's “black magic” for catching a colond, Tootie and Agnes 
playing Halloween pranks on the neighbors, Tootie and Agnes placing 
a dummy on the street car tracks and then starting a minor neighbor- 
hood fued when they attempt to lie their way out. Very beautiful and 
most realistically told is the story of Christmas in the Smith house- 
hold and Grandpa's trip to the site of the future world fair with 
Tootie when he made her a duchess in his kingdom of Tiaraland. Near 
the end of the book Mr. Smith accepts a higher salaried position in 
New York which will enable him to give his family all the things he 
wants them to have but the family objects and after a short campaign 
of passive resistance easily wins the day. The book closes with a 
family visit to the St. Louis World Fair of 1904. 


This reviewer has only one fault to find with Miss Benson's story. 

' There is no mention of religion. True there is mention of prayers 
and we are led to believe that the family is regular in its religious 
duties. Also the girls are sent to a private school and the tone of 
the book hints at Catholicism or at least High ZEpiscopalianism. One 
is tempted to fear that somewhere in the author's life there was or 
is a religious deficiency. There is little reason for mentioning this 
except its omission in an otherwise almost perfect book. Humorous, 
well-written, sincere, beautiful in its pictures of family life and 
childhood and valueble for its undertones of family psychology this 
book can be recormended hichly cs interesting reading for all age 
and reader levels. ' 


IE ak ak 2K ok 


Kiplinger, W.M. Washington is Like That. Harper, May 27, 1942. 
522p. $3. 50. 


There are two giittering cities constantly in the spotlight: one is 
(or was) the financial capital of the world, New York, with the tallest 
skyscrapers, the largest population and the worst problems; the other, 
possibly the new financial capital (cf. chapters, 19, 20 and 21: 

"ioney Shovelers", "Govertment the Papa", Government the Builder"), 

the city of personalities: the President and his family; Congressmen; 
"brain-trusters™ or vorkers in the "think factories"; the Supreme Court 
justices; the socially coveted foreign population of Ambassadors and 
other diplomats; the science research workers; the men who ccntrol our 
war efforts. 


This book will undoubtedly fill a demand. It is an inter>»sting con- 
cisely prepared and cle :rly presented distillation of facts and anec- 
dotes about the major fecets of the glittering capital diamond. You 
will learn painlessly how our government works and, some chapters later, 
how government workers' wives work the government workers (and the 
foreign population). You will learn that lobbies are not quite the 
selfish creatures we may have conceived. You will learn thet the sec- 
urity and routine of a government position is often overbalanced by the 
lack of opportunities for advancement. Often, “the security turns sour 
snd brings a spiritusl retchinge". (p.136) 


To this reviewer one of the most illuminatinr chapters was "Negroes 
and Equality" in which is presented the account of recent Federal 
efforts to abolish the color linc. The author says: "The stature of 
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Negroes in government has grown more during the New Deal than in all 
the previous vears since Reconstruction days. ... The number of 
Negro employees of the federal government in all varts of the coun- 
try has tripled from 50,000 to more than 150,000. ... In civil ser- 
vice tests and on civil service records, no longer is any mention 
made of race or color (or national origin). Photogranhs have been 
banned from the records. There is nothing on civil service records 
to show that an applicant for a job, or an employee of the govern- 
ment, is a Negro, although personal interviews brine it out, end 
sone individual departments and bureaus still have the rece ques- 
tion on their applicstion blanks. In some portions of the sovern- 
ment segregation ot whites and blacks has been abolished. Many of 
the government cafeterias have been opened to Negro vorkers.” (p.148) 


You can be certain that this book will reach the too of the non-fice- 
_ tion lists for its subject is of general appeal and the Stvle of 

the author and his associates is most readable. This title is 
recommended to all classes of readers. 
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